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THE ASCENSION 
OF THE LORD 

Luke is inspiriting faith, so this background 
information is important and should be 
shared with purpose. 

Theophilus = thee-OF-uh-luhs 

He reviews how he ended his Gospel with the 
narrative of the Ascension, then begins Acts 
with that same story. 

These are assertions of facts, not of faith. 
Jesus was seen after his Resurrection! 

"Forty" is symbolic of an indefinite, but 
sacred, span of time. 

Luke is quoting Jesus. Note, it is "the Father" 
who has promised to send the Spirit. 

Their hearts still yearn for earthly power. By 
now, they should know better. 

Jesus redirects their energy to the real 
purposes of the Father. Don't be abrupt, but 
speak with compassion. 

Though they have no idea where this prophecy 
will take them, it fills them with hope. 

Today, options are given for reading II. 
contact your parish staff to learn which 
reading will be used. 

I READING I j The a_ccount of_ the 
~----~. Ascension of Jesus 1s the 
hinge whereby Luke connects the story of 
Jesus in his Gospel to the story of the 
Church in Acts. The two volumes overlap, 
with a narrative of the Ascension conclud
ing the Gospel, and told again at the begin
ning of Acts. In the version in Acts, which 
we read today, Jesus' disciples, confused 

LECTIONARY #58 

READING I Acts 1:1-11 

A reading from the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles 

In the first book, Theophilus, 
I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught 
until the day he was taken up, 
after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit 
to the apostles whom he had chosen. 

He presented himself alive to them 
by many proofs after he had suffered, 
appearing to them during forty days 
and speaking about the Kingdom of God. 

While meeting with them, 
he enjoined them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for "the promise of the Father 
about which you have heard me speak; 
for John baptized with water, 
but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 

When they had gathered together they asked him, 
"Lord, are you at this time going to restore 
the Kingdom to Israel?" 

He answered them, "It is not for you to know the times 
or seasons 

that the Father has established by his own authority. 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, 

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 

and anxious, question him about the resto
ration of the Kingdom to Israel. Instead, he 
speaks of what they are to do through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. In one succinct 
sentence, he gives them their commission, 
phrased as both a command and promise. 
Jesus promises that the Holy Spirit, whose 
power had filled Jesus throughout his life
time, will also empower and sustain their 
mission. The Spirit will impel the disciples 
beyond their fear and lack of understanding 
to become Jesus' own witnesses (mar
tyroi). As witnesses, they will testify to 
Jesus by preaching and healing in his name, 
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and even by emulating his faithfulness to 
God in the face of persecution. As Jews, 
Jesus' disciples would likely expect to carry 
out their mission in Jerusalem, among their 
own people. But Jesus sends them to wit
ness also to Samaritans and even to 
Gentiles, those who dwell at the ends of 
the earth. The short sentence provides an 
outline for the deeds of the Apostles 
throughout Acts. 

After giving them the final instruc
tions, Jesus is lifted from their sight. The 
disciples, not yet filled with the promised 
Holy Spirit, seem dazed and immobile. The 



Paint the scene by reading slowly and 
"seeing" what you describe. 

"Suddenly" breaks the mood of awed silence. 

The "two men" are not harsh; they nudge the 
disciples to look to the future. 

"Will return" has implications for us today as 
much as for them: Be ready! 
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throughout Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth." 

When he had said this, as they were looking on, 
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight. 

While they were looking intently at the sky as he was going, 
suddenly two men dressed in white garments 

stood beside them. 
They said, "Men of Galilee, 

why are you standing there looking at the sky? 
This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven 

will return in the same way as you have seen him 
going into heaven." 

For meditation and context: RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 (6) 

You greet "brothers and sisters" with a prayer. 

Father, son, and Spirit are all mentioned in 
this prayer. 

Increase your energy as you move through 
this part of the prayer. 

two men in white garments, evocative of 
the heavenly messengers at the empty 
tomb on Easter morning, announce that the 
place of Jesus' Ascension will also be the 
place of his return. until that happens, his 
disciples have their mission to fulfill. 

I READING II I Ephesian~. Th~ letter to 
~----~- the Ephesians 1s unusual 
among Paul's letters in that it does not 
address specific concerns of the local 
Church in Ephesus, but describes the life 
and belief of the Church as a whole. It was 
perhaps written as a letter intended to be 

R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 
or R. Alleluia. 

All you peoples, clap your hands, 
shout to God with cries of gladness, 

for the LORD, the Most High, the awesome, 
is the great king over all the earth. 

God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy; 
the LORD, amid trumpet blasts. 

Sing praise to God, sing praise; 
sing praise to our king, sing praise. 

For king of all the earth is God; 
sing hymns of praise. 

God reigns over the nations, 
God sits upon his holy throne. 

READING II Ephesians 1:17-23 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians 

Brothers and sisters: 
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 

give you a Spirit of wisdom and revelation 
resulting in knowledge of him. 

May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened, 
that you may know what is the hope that belongs to his call, 
what are the riches of glory » 

circulated among the other Churches 
around the Mediterranean, beginning with 
Ephesus. Thus the prayer in today's reading 
is for believers in every time and place. Paul 
prays that the Father of glory will extend 
the riches of glory throughout both time 
and space. Among these riches for which 
he prays are a Spirit of wisdom and revela
tion, of knowledge and enlightened hearts. 
The scope of these gifts seems to leave 
Paul almost breathless as he writes about 
the surpassing greatness of God's power. 

Paul continues in soaring language 
about the riches already accomplished in 

Christ. The greatest evidence of God's sur
passing greatness is his raising Christ from 
the dead and seating him at his right hand. 
Paul is emphatic in describing the extent of 
Christ's glory: he is above every principality 
and the other celestial beings; Christ is far 
above every name, now and in the age to 
come. All things are under Christ's feet. 
The universal Church for which Paul prays 
is embraced in Christ's eternal and vast 
dominion. This Church is Christ's own body, 
over which Christ is the head. Because the 
Church is Christ's body, the members of 
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God's mercy allows us to share in Christ's 
exaltation. These words give Christ praise. 

"Principality," "authority," "power," and 
"dominion" are four different ranks of angelic 
spirits. Don't blur them into one. 

"He" is the Father; "him" and "his" refer to 
Christ. God made Jesus head of the Church: 
announce that great truth with joy. 

Be aware from the start that you are 
comparing Christ's sacrifice with those of the 
Old Law. 

Christ. not a human priest, intercedes for us 
in the very presence of God. 

Your tone suggests the futility of this endless 
repetition. 

Christ's one perfect sacrifice of himself 
requires no repetition. 

This is an analogy: just as this is true, so is 
what follows. 

the body in all times and places live in 
Christ's fullness. 

Hebrews. The reading from Hebrews, 
drawing on images and rituals from the 
Jewish feast of Atonement, develops the 
permanent meaning of Christ's enthrone
ment in heaven. The actions described in 
Leviticus (16:2-34) explain the rituals for the 
feast that came to be performed annually 
in the Jerusalem Temple. The ceremony 
involved the high priest offering sacrifice 
for his own sins as well as those of the peo
ple and sprinkling the blood of a sacrificial 
animal as a sign of atonement. In this 
earthly temple, the high priest used "blood 

in his inheritance among the holy ones, 
and what is the surpassing greatness of his power 
for us who believe, 
in accord with the exercise of his great might: 
which he worked in Christ, 
raising him from the dead 
and seating him at his right hand in the heavens, 
far above every principality, authority, power, and dominion, 
and every name that is named 
not only in this age but also in the one to come. 

And he put all things beneath his feet 
and gave him as head over all things to the church, 
which is his body, 
the fullness of the one who fills all things in every way. 

Or: 

E,EADING II Hebrews 9:24-28; 10:19-23 

A reading om the Letter to the Hebrews 

Christ did not e er into a sanctuary m e by hands, 
a copy of the true e, but heaven · self, 
that he might now ap ar be£ God on our behalf. 

Not that he might offer him repeatedly, 
as the high priest enter eacn 
with blood that is his own; 
if that were so, would have had to 
from the fou ation of the world. 

But now on for all he has appeared at the end 
to tak way sin by his sacrifice. 

Just as · t is appointed that men and women die once, 
an after this the judgment, so also Christ, 
offered once to take away the sins of many, 

that was not his own." With this back
ground, the author of Hebrews portrays 
Christ in the heavenly sanctuary, present 
with God and acting on our behalf. There is 
no need for an annual sacrifice, for Christ's 
sacrifice was "once for all." Just as all men 
and women die only once, Christ died once, 
offering his own blood that takes away sin 
and brings about salvation. 

The author of Hebrews develops the 
portrait of Christ as high priest in more 
detail in verses omitted from today's read
ing (10:1-18). our reading picks up with an 
exhortation, reminding the community 
what it means to believe that Christ is our 

great high priest. we have confidence that 
he has opened for us an entrance into the 
heavenly sanctuary. Christ's own flesh is 
the "veil," which must be passed through 
for admittance into the sanctuary. we live 
with sincere hearts and absolute trust that, 
having been sprinkled with the water of 
Baptism, we can approach God. The final 
verse exhorts an unwavering "confession" 
(homo/ogia), implying belief as well as living 
in accordance with that belief by opedi
ence, fidelity, and loving relationship. The 
once-for-all sacrifice of Christ as our eternal 
high priest gives us hope, grounded in 
God's own promise. 


