
Baptism 
Parents are to be registered and attend preparation class. 

(By appointment - Call DRE at 638-2651) 
 

Marriage 
Arrangements should be made six months in advance.   

 
Creed Classes - Sundays, 9 - 10:15am. 

Children’s Liturgy - Sundays during 10:30am Mass. 
Youth Group - Sundays at 5p.m. 

 
RCIA - Sundays at 11:30am, September thru Easter. 

Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 
Tuesday from 9 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. in chapel. 

 

Reconciliation 
Saturdays from 4:30 - 5:15 p. m. or by appointment. 

 

Rosary 
Monday - Saturday at 7:50 a.m.  & after Mass. 

Tuesday at 1:00 p.m. 
 

The Grotto Religious Goods Shop 
Open after weekend Masses. Call the office during the week. 

Rev. Monsignor Christopher J. Schreck, Pastor 

Mass Schedule 
Weekdays: Monday - Saturday at 8:15 a.m., Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday Vigil at 5:30 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Parish Administrator 
  Stacey Bristol -   (Office) 638-2647 
 
Director of Religious Education 
    Nancy Power - 638-2651 
 
Music Minister 
   Kate Hamer  - 634-5040 
 
Parish Engineer 
   Jim Spaeder - 399-7145 
 
Parish Council 
   Burt Davitte - 269-0756, 638-6000 
 
Finance Committee 
   Fred Zeh  (Cell) 770-401-0570  
       (Office) 912-634-4531 
   
Sacristan & Grotto Religious Goods  
Eucharistic Minister & Lector Trainer 
   Barbara Pelletier - 638-2957 
 

Adoration  
    Maureen Bowen - 912-222-6775\ 

 
Altar Servers  
    Mike Cherne - 223-9048 
 
Bereavement  
   Laura Nies - 912-638-1991 
 
Bloomers 
    Therese Raimondo - 230-7313 
 
Coffee and Doughnuts 
  Lauren Bailey - 912-222-7755 
 
Council of Catholic Women 
      Joyce Callahan - 770-653-9509 
 
Divine Mercy  
First Saturday Devotion 
     Norma McIntyre - 279-0526 
 

Helping Hugs, Inc.  (Haiti Mission)  
    Robert “Bob” Hochwald - 638-3143 

Manna House 
Primetimers  
Spiritual Direction 
    Janice Capano - 770-500-5468 
 

Martial Arts - Jim Keane - 638-0763 
 

Men’s Group, Adult Ed 
    Tom McIntyre - 279-0526, 996-8752 
 

Outreach Ministries 
    Bill Horn  - 638-4538 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society - 262-6027 
   Maureen Horn - 638-4538  
 

Secular Franciscan Order 
    Larry Lynch - 638-0148 
 

Tuesday Women’s Discussion 
    Valerie Kehoe - 912-638-3919 
 

Head Usher 
     Ron Casler - 912-434-9635 

St. William 
Catholic Community 

 

2300 Frederica Road 
St. Simons Island, Georgia 31522 

Office: 912-638-2647 
Mon - Thurs 8:30am-4pm, Fri 8:30-1pm 

 

Education Office: 638-2651 
Fax: 638-7577 

 

stwilliamschurch@comcast.net 
www.stwill.net 

Prayerline: 638-4287 

P a r i s h  M i s s i o n  S t a t e m e n t  



BULLETIN PRAYER LIST 
Help us keep our above prayer list current.     
You may add a name to the list by calling  

the church office at 638-2647 or e-mailing us at 
stwilliamschurch@comcast.net. 

TELEPHONE & EMAIL PRAYER LINE 
St. William Prayer Line is a group of people 

who pray daily for the intentions received from 
voice mails left at 638-4287 or by email at 

stwilliamsprayerline@gmail.com. 

Mario Artesiano, John Austin, 
TSB, Lois Baker, Gail Blanda,  
Bob Burke, Tommye Cashin, 
Sal Cenicola, H.C., Patti Cun-
diff, Mark Davis, Barbara De-
Ratto, John Fedak, Mary Ann 

Ferguson, Rebecca Gaylor, Jacqueline Grady, 
Barron Grey, Keith Griffin, John Grimsley, Fred 
Hegeman, John Helton, Mary Jane Hurd, Cher-
yl & Larry Hutchinson, Mark Kelso, Bill Kemp-
ton, Edward & Sharon Kirk, Timothy Kite, Ben 
Koreski, Kathleen Koreski, H.L., Lucy Loehle, 
Ruth Elizabeth Melvin, Anna Grace Mallon, 
Janice Marderosian, George Metz, Nancy 
Moore, Nina & Ralph Murphy, Gail Nick, Ed 
Nickey, Fr. Dan O’Connell, Fran Owen, John 
Parkins, Frank Paul, Nell Pidgeon, MJR, Patri-
cia Reilly, A.J. Salimando, Gordy Seaman, 
Douglas Seaman, Richard Sedlacek, Michael 
Smith, Dwight Spivey, Mike Stefanik, Richard 
Wineman, Herman Woodard, Charlie Yodor and 
our service men and women. 

"If the wind will not serve, 
take to the oars." 
- Latin Proverb  

 PRAYER 

          REQUESTS 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Liturgy of the Hours Week III 

 

SAT., JULY 11 8:15AM (L) KELLY HOSKO 
 

 5:30PM +BILL KELSO 
 

SUN., JULY 12 8:00AM  PARISHIONERS 
 

 10:30AM +JUDY KITCHIN 

MON., JULY 13 8:15AM +BLAINE KERN 

TUES., JULY 14 8:15AM +BETTY CROWTHER 

 6:00PM +POOR SOULS 
 

WED., JULY 15 8:15AM +FR. DAVID PATTERSON 
 

THURS., JULY 16 8:15AM +FR. GEORGE   
   GREENWAY 
 

FRI., JULY 17 8:15AM  +THERESE BRIGGS 
 

SAT., JULY 18 8:15AM (L) BILL GUTELIUS 
 

 5:30PM +MARILYN BELOFSKY 
 

SUN., JULY 19 8:00AM  PARISHIONERS 
 

 10:30AM (L) BILL KEMPTON 

Offertory Stewardship 
 

July 5, 2020 - $8,900.07 (July 6, 2019 - $10,313.00) 
 PARISHIONER ENVELOPES/CHECKS - 107 

PETER’S PENCE - $80.00 
 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN TO DATE 
    Goal - $2,162,000              Received to Date - $2,072,402.32 

  

Does the lure of riches and material goods choke God out of your life? 
 Are you so caught up in earthly activities 

that you have no time for God? 
 Gratitude and generosity are virtues 

that we should strive to do on a daily basis. 
Every decision we make either takes us one step closer to God 

or one step further away. 
What we receive at Mass every Sunday should be shared with others 

all the other days of the week as well.  

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF SAVANNAH WELCOMES 
 

BISHOP-ELECT STEPHEN D. PARKES 
15TH BISHOP OF SAVANNAH 

July 8, 2020  
 

My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 

Grace to you and Peace in Christ Jesus our Lord!  
 

I am pleased to inform you that this morning, His Holiness Pope Francis 
honored our diocese with the appointment of a new bishop! Father Stephen 
Parkes, a priest of the Diocese of Orlando, has been named the 15th bishop 
of Savannah. We are deeply grateful to our Holy Father for this gift to our 
diocese.  
 

How fortunate we are to welcome a seasoned and gifted pastor! In his 22 
years of priestly ministry, he has served in parishes, directed souls, and was 
the campus minister at the University of Central Florida for nearly a decade. 
His pastoral zeal and concern are immediately evident when meeting him. 
He has also served in various capacities and on multiple councils and 
boards advising the bishops of his diocese.   
 

His ordination and installation will be at the Cathedral Basilica of St. John 
the Baptist on Wednesday, September 23rd, the Feast of Saint Padre Pio. 
Details will be forthcoming. We warmly welcome Bishop-elect Parkes to Sa-
vannah as he takes up the mantle of shepherding our diocese.  
 

Please keep him in your prayers these next few months as he prepares for 
his ordination and installation as the next bishop of the Diocese of Savan-
nah! 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ,   
 

Very Reverend Daniel F. Firmin, J.C.L.  
Diocesan Administrator    
Diocese of Savannah   

Sunday and weekday Masses are celebrated privately by priests 
and Mass intentions are being honored.  There are several availa-
ble openings for Mass Intentions.  If you would like to have a 
Mass said for someone, please call the office. 

My Dear Parish Family, 
 

 I wish to thank you all for your kindness and 
generosity to me over the years.  I also wish to 
congratulate Monsignor Schreck in his appoint-
ment to St. William and wish him every success 
and blessing in his new ministry. 
 

     Monsignor John Kenneally 



STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - JULY 12 

In today’s Gospel from Matthew, our Lord 
shares the Parable of the Sower who 
scatters seed on many different kinds of 
land. This is a wonderful analogy for the 
stewardship way of life, demonstrating 
the slow and steady, yet powerful effect 
this lifestyle will have on those who fully 
embrace it.  
 In this parable, some of the seeds 
land on a path where birds carry them off 
before they can begin to take root. Other 
seeds land on rocky ground with little 
soil. As soon as things begin to heat up, 
they get scorched and die. Then there 
are seeds that land on soil cluttered with 
thorns which choke the seeds just as 

they are beginning to grow strong.  
 Finally, there are seeds that land on deep and healthy soil. 
These seeds produce abundant fruit.  
 This is where the stewardship way of life comes in. When 
we give the best of our time, talent and treasure to serve God 
and others, we create lives filled with that rare “good soil” need-
ed for the Kingdom of God to thrive.  
 How does this happen? Stewardship living removes the 
“rocks” of mistrust from our lives as we develop an unshakable 
faith that God will always provide for our needs. It clears away 
the “thorns” of worldly ambition that make us self-centered, fill us 
with needless anxiety and stifle our focus on God. Stewardship 
living requires a deep reliance on the Word of God and the sac-
raments which continuously nourish and fertilize the soil of our 
lives. 
 Let us deepen our commitment to this way of life, allowing 
the Sower to do His work in us, slowly and steadily. The Master 
Gardner will surely produce miraculous fruits through us. 

The Catholic Steward & Catholic Stewardship Consultants  

Flowers are placed by the altar 
in honor of the marriage of 

Cassie Scanlon & Hugh Jessiman. 

PERMANENT DIACONATE CLASS FORMING  
The Office of the Permanent Diaconate is now accepting 
applications for the next diaconate formation class.  The 
permanent diaconate is open to both single and married 
men who meet specific requirements.  These require-
ments can be found on the Diocese of Savannah web 
page under Offices/Permanent Diaconate/Formation/
Frequently Asked Questions. 
Application information can be found at https://
diosav.org/permanent-diaconate/formation.  All appli-
cation materials must be received by the Office of the 
Permanent Diaconate no later than September 30, with a 
class start date of September 2021 for those accept-
ed.  Questions should be directed to Deacon Kelley Cul-
ver, Director of the Permanent Diaconate at (706)651-
8989. 

PARISH ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK 
 

SUN., JULY 12  15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     8am - Mass 
     10:30am - Mass 
MON., JULY 13  8:15am - Daily Mass 
TUES., JULY 14 8:15am - Daily Mass 
     9am - Adoration in Church 
     1pm - Rosary for Peace 
     6:00pm - Mass 
WED., JULY 15  8:15am - Daily Mass 
     10am - Helping Hugs 
THURS., JULY 16 8:15am - Daily Mass 
FRI., JULY 17  8:15am - Daily Mass 
SAT., JULY 18  8:15am - Daily Mass 
     4:30pm - Reconciliation 
     5:30pm - Vigil Mass 
SUN., JULY 19  16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     Church in Africa Collection 
     St. Vincent de Paul Collection 
     8am - Mass 
     10:30am - Mass 

 

LIVE STREAMING MASS! 
 

For those of you who are not ready to return to 
Mass at the present time, we will continue to 
live stream Vigil and Sunday Masses  on our 
youtube channel, StWilliamonSSI.   
 

To be able to participate in these Masses from home, you 
can click on either the red youtube icon above or  go to 
the parish website, www.stwill.net.  Then go to the Live 
Streaming tab.  Click on the blue link StWilliamonSSI, 
and select either the LIVE Mass or any of the recordings. 

IT 'S  CATHOLIC Y 'ALL  
It’s Catholic Y’all is a podcast series of the 
Catholic Diocese of Savannah. The Diocese 
of Savannah is made up of 90 counties in the 
southern half of Georgia stretching from the 

Atlantic ocean to the Alabama state line. Stories of life, 
love, and faith. It’s Catholic Y’all!  Click on the IT’S CATH-
OLIC Y’ALL icon to go to the listing of podcasts. 

VIRTUS TRAINING - ZOOM REMOTE - Virtus classes are now 
being done via ZOOM for a short period of time.  Any new em-
ployees/volunteers/parents can take the VIRTUS Protecting 
God's Children (Protection of Children and Young People) train-
ing.  You are advised to use a laptop or desktop (no phones).  
Remember to complete a Code of Conduct, and Background 
Check, when you set up your profile at Virtusonline.org.  
Please keep your user name and password on file.  
 Tuesday, July 14, 5:30pm - 8:30pm 
Space is limited in these classes and pre-registration is required.  
Go to Virtusonline.org to pre-register for upcoming classes 

Next week, our parish will take up 
a collection for the SOLIDARITY 
FUND FOR THE CHURCH IN 
AFRICA. Although the Church in 
Africa is growing, many still lack 
access to basic resources and 
pastoral care. Many suffer due to 

high rates of poverty and unemployment, illiteracy, and poor edu-
cation. The Solidarity Fund supports pastoral projects that foster 
lasting peace and reconciliation in a continent often marked by 
division and tension. To learn more, visit www.usccb.org/africa. 

 We are looking for volunteers to help our 
Music Minister, Kate Hamer, run the 
computer that projects the words to 

readings and songs on the screens in church during 
Mass!  She will having training sessions for anyone interest-
ed.  If you are interested in helping with this, please call the 
office, 638-2647 or Kate at 638-5040. 

https://www.catholicsteward.com/blog/
https://www.catholicsteward.com/blog/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdiosav.org%2Fpermanent-diaconate%2Fformation&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6ca22a245d9446b3d23108d8065f9eaa%7C6bbc58faee7a4e0ba916cd1bea358469%7C0%7C1%7C637266355064219911&sdata=v4WH1ebTeNsJMyyBxijOoLdAsVt
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdiosav.org%2Fpermanent-diaconate%2Fformation&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6ca22a245d9446b3d23108d8065f9eaa%7C6bbc58faee7a4e0ba916cd1bea358469%7C0%7C1%7C637266355064219911&sdata=v4WH1ebTeNsJMyyBxijOoLdAsVt
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFTah7mkVbXU3YMBu9c00Jg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFTah7mkVbXU3YMBu9c00Jg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFTah7mkVbXU3YMBu9c00Jg
https://www.diosav.org/podcast
https://www.diosav.org/podcast
https://www.diosav.org/podcast
https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg_list2.cfm?theme=0&theOrgID=17973
https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg_list2.cfm?theme=0&theOrgID=17973


MASS COLLECTIONS - Pursuant to Diocesan guidelines, 
the collection baskets for Masses are in the Narthex of the 
Church as you enter for Mass.  We also have donation box-
es in the church and in the office. 

FROM THE OFFICE OF  RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 
(912) 638-2651      PowerNancy@comcast.net 

C.RE.ED 
 (Children’s religious Education) & YOUTH GROUP 

We hope to open classes  up in the fall, but we need 
Sunday school teachers/catechists for grades K-
12. Please consider teaching Sunday school, just an 
hour and fifteen minutes, Sunday mornings (9-
10:15), following the school calendar. Parents, re-
tired teachers, grandparents, couples, newcomers, 
college students, young professional, anyone over 
18, Virtus trained who has a desire to teach about 
our Catholic religion. St. William needs you! 
 

C.L.O.W 
(CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD) 

will resume in the fall. 
It is held during the Sunday 10:30am Mass and al-
ways has room for more teachers or substitutes. 

If you love young children and are Virtus trained, you 
can help. Contact Nancy to learn more. 

 

VIRTUS ON-LINE - VIRTUS class can be taken 
online for a couple of more weeks.  Any new em-
ployees/volunteers/parents can take the VIRTUS 
Protecting God's Children (Protection of Children and 
Young People) online training module to meet re-
quirements.  You are advised to use a laptop or 
desktop (no phones) and build a 'First-Time Regis-
trant' at www.virtus.org.  Remember to complete a 
Code of Conduct, and Background Check, when you 
set up your profile to make it complete and active.  
Please keep your user name and password on file, 
because in 5 years you will be asked to do an online 
Refresher Training, which will take approximately five 
minutes.  Background checks will automatically be run 
every 5 years.  
 
Ushers, Readers, Eucharist Ministers, and all min-
istries are required to be VIRTUS trained, especially 
if children are involved at all.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Nancy 
Power or Joan Altmeyer, Safe Envirionment Direct 
with the Dioceses of Savannah, at www.diosav.org/
offices/child-and-youth-protection, (912)201-
4074. 

DIOCESAN DIRECTIVES & COVID 19 UPDATES 
 Due to continuing concerns about the number of COVID-19 cas-
es in the state of Georgia, the dispensation from the obligation to 
attend Sunday mass will remain in place at least through the last 
Sunday of July (7/26/20).  
 All of the guidelines and best practices that were implemented to 
keep our places of worship safe and healthy remain in effect, and we 
continue to work to decrease any possible risk to you and your fami-
lies. 

 We would like to remind everyone that if you are ill, do not come 
to church.  Any parishioners who are uncomfortable about attending 
Sunday Mass due to the coronavirus or the safety measures imple-
mented at your local parish are excused from their obligation to at-
tend. In addition, if parishioners are in the higher risk category due to 
current illness, age or suffering a chronic health condition or compro-
mised immune system, they are also asked to remain at home.  
 We ask everyone to take whatever precautions they deem nec-
essary to feel safe during the crisis. 

FUNERAL COORDINATOR NEEDED - If you have 
a compassionate and loving heart, and are interested 
in meeting with families to help them plan a beautiful 
and meaningful Funeral Mass or Service  for their 
deceased loved one, please call the office.  After 
meeting with the priest, often times families still need 

assistance choosing scripture readings, lectors and Eucharistic 
Ministers and other details. Our Funeral Coordinator(s) help them 
with these details.  Our Music Minister assists them with appropri-
ate music for their service, and our Bereavement Committee pro-
vides a reception for the family and friends if wanted.  We would 
like to add one more person to this team. 

WEDDING COORDINATOR NEEDED - If you are 
interested in helping with this wonderful ministry, 
please call the office and let us know.  Wedding co-
ordinator(s) work with the couple to help plan the lo-
gistics of their ceremony and assist the Celebrant in 
coordinating the rehearsal and wedding day within 
the parameters of St. William Church.   We are look-

ing for one more person to add to our team.  

Click www.diosav.org/faith to stay 
connected, learn more about 

#FaithIsAlwaysOpen, 
and submit pictures and stories, 

and bring our diocese closer together! 

 

 ST. FRANCIS  XAVIER SCHOOL  NEWS 

St. Francis Xavier Catholic School has an opening 
for a part-time Music Teacher.  If you are interested 
in becoming part of the amazing St. Francis Xavier 
faculty,  send your resume to tmermann@sfxcs.org or 
to Dr. Terry Mermann, 1121 Union Street, Brunswick 
GA 31520. 

Did you know you can get flash news briefings from 
the Southern Cross.  Click here to register for the 
news in a flash!   

Manna House is an area outreach ministry that 
feeds the hungry seven days a week.  Because 
of the COVID-19 outbreak the need has been 
greater than ever.  Volunteers are packing bag 
lunches with protein, fruits and a little something 
sweet, and serving well over 300 a day.  They 

are running low on items and are in need of the following; baked 
goods and fruit.  The baked goods may be homemade or store 
bought (Please mark if the sweet have nuts.)  Items can be dropped 
off in church narthex in the box labeled “Manna House” Mon-Sat 
8am-9:30am or Sunday around Mass hours. 
 Monetary donations may be sent to Rev. Jim Crandall, 138 Cy-
press Run Drive, Brunswick, Ga  31520. 

mailto:PowerNancy@comcast.net
http://www.virtus.org
https://www.diosav.org/offices/child-and-youth-protection
https://www.diosav.org/offices/child-and-youth-protection
https://diosav.org/coronavirus-advisory/reopening-guidelines-and-best-practices
https://www.diosav.org/faith
mailto:tmermann@sfxcs.org
https://southerncrosssav.org/#flash
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DIOSAV.ORG/YOUTH/HOME

HOSTED BY THE DIOCESE OF SAVANNAH 
& THE ARCHDIOCESE OF ATLANTA

“�I’m so thankful for the community 
I found in my college’s campus 
ministry. Being involved there gave 
me the opportunity to make connections 
with so many people. These friends call 
me to be the best person I can be and 
our friendships have lasted through 
various trials of young adult life.” 
– Katelynn Hanna

FINDING COMMUNITY 
AFTER HIGH SCHOOL

FEATURING SPEAKER



FIFTEENTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME 

July 11-12 
 

 
Gathering Song . . . . . . .  Glory and Praise to Our God 

Dan Schutte ©1976 OCP  
 

Refrain: Glory and praise to our God,  
   who alone gives light to our days, 
   Many are the blessings He bears 
   to those who trust in His ways 
 

We, the daughters and sons of Him who built the valleys 
and plains, Praise the wonders our God has done in every 

heart that sings. Refrain 
 

In His wisdom He strengthens us, like gold that’s tested 
in fire. Though the power of sin prevails, 

our God is there to save. Refrain 

 
 

First Reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Isaiah 55:10-11 
 

Thus says the LORD: 
 

Just as from the heavens 
 the rain and snow come down 
and do not return there 
 till they have watered the earth, 
 making it fertile and fruitful, 
giving seed to the one who sows 
 and bread to the one who eats, 
so shall my word be 
 that goes forth from my mouth; 
my word shall not return to me void, 
 but shall do my will, 
 achieving the end for which I sent it. 
 

The word of the Lord. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thanks be to God 

 
 
Responsorial Psalm . . . . . . The seed that falls on good 
       ground will yield a fruitful harvest.  

 

 
Second Reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Romans 8:18-23 
 

Brothers and sisters: 
 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are as 
nothing compared with the glory to be revealed for us. 

For creation awaits with eager expectation the revelation 
of the children of God;  for creation was made subject to 
futility, not of its own accord but because of the one who 
subjected it, in hope that creation itself would be set free 
from slavery to corruption and share in the glorious free-
dom of the children of God.  We know that all creation is 
groaning in labor pains even until now;  and not only that, 
but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
we also groan within ourselves as we wait for adoption, 
the redemption of our bodies. 
 

The word of the Lord. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thanks be to God 
 
Gospel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Matthew 13:1-23 
 

On that day, Jesus went out of the house and sat down by 
the sea.  Such large crowds gathered around him that he 
got into a boat and sat down, and the whole crowd stood 

along the shore.  And he spoke to them at length in para-
bles, saying: “A sower went out to sow.  And as he 
sowed, some seed fell on the path, and birds came and ate 

it up.  Some fell on rocky ground, where it had little soil. 
It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep, and 
when the sun rose it was scorched, and it withered for 

lack of roots.  Some seed fell among thorns, and the 
thorns grew up and choked it.  But some seed fell on rich 
soil, and produced fruit, a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.  

Whoever has ears ought to hear.” 
 [The disciples approached him and said, “Why do you 
speak to them in parables?”  He said to them in reply, 

“Because knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven has been granted to you, but to them it has not 
been granted.  To anyone who has, more will be given 
and he will grow rich; from anyone who has not, even 

what he has will be taken away. This is why I speak to 
them in parables, because they look but do not see and 

hear but do not listen or understand.   Isaiah’s prophecy 
is fulfilled in them, which says:  
 You shall indeed hear 

   but not understand, 
  you shall indeed look 

   but never see. 
 Gross is the heart of this people,  
  they will hardly hear with their ears, 

  they have closed their eyes,  
  lest they see with their eyes  

  and hear with their ears 
 and understand with their hearts 

   and be converted, 
 and I heal them. 
 “But blessed are your eyes, because they see, and 

your   ears, because they hear.  Amen, I say to you, many 
prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see 
but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not 

hear it.  
 “Hear then the parable of the sower.  The seed sown 
on the path is the one who hears the word of the kingdom  

DIOCESAN PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
O God, hear my prayer and let my cry come unto you. 

Bless our Diocese of Savannah with many vocations to the 
priesthood, diaconate, and religious life. 

Give the men and women you call 
the light to understand your gift and the love to follow always 

in the footsteps of your priestly son. Amen 



without understanding it, and the evil one comes and 
steals away what was sown in his heart.  The seed sown 
on rocky ground is the one who hears the word and re-
ceives it at once with joy.  But he has no root and lasts 
only for a time. When some tribulation or persecution 
comes because of the word, he immediately falls away.  
The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the 
word, but then worldly anxiety and the lure of riches 
choke the word and it bears no fruit.  But the seed sown 
on rich soil is the one who hears the word and under-
stands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields a hundred or 
sixty or thirtyfold.”] 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. . . .Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Preparation of the Gifts . . . .Seed, Scattered and Sown 

Dan Feiten ©1987 International Liturgy Publications 

 

Refrain:  Seed, scattered and sown, wheat gathered and 
   grown, bread, broken and shared as one,  
   the living bread of God. Vine, fruit of the  
   land, wine, work of our hands, one cup that is 
   shared by all; the living cup, the living bread  
   of God. 
 

Is not the bread we break a sharing in our Lord? 
Is not the cup we bless the blood of Christ out--poured? 

Refrain 
 

The seed which falls on rock will wither and will die. 

The seed within good ground will flower and have life. 
Refrain 

 
 
 
 
Communion Song . . . . . . . . . Unless a Grain of Wheat 

Bernadette Farrell ©1983 OCP 

 

Refrain:  Unless a grain of wheat shall fall 
   upon the ground and die, 
   it remains but a single grain with no life.  
 

If we have died with Him, then we shall live with Him; 
if we hold firm, we shall reign with him.  Refrain 

 
If anyone serves me, then they must follow me; 

wherever I am, my servants will be. Refrain 
 

Make your home in me as I make mine in you; 
those who remain in me bear much fruit. Refrain 

 
If you remain in me and my word lives in you, 

then you will be my disciples. Refrain 
 

Those who love me are loved by my Father; 
we shall be with them and dwell in them. Refrain 

 

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you; 
peace which the world cannot give is my gift. Refrain 

 

 
Sending Song  . . . . . .  How Can I Keep from Singing? 

Endless song, Public Doman  

 
My life flows on in endless song; 

Above earth’s lamentation. 
I hear the real though far-off hymn 

that hails a new creation.  
 
Refrain:  No storm can shake my in-most calm, 
   while to that rock I’m clinging. 
   Since love is Lord of heaven and earth, 
   How can I keep from singing?  
 

Through all the tumult and the strife, 
I hear that music ringing; 

It sounds and echoes in my soul; 
How can I keep from singing? Refrain 

 
What though the tempest ‘round me roar, 

I hear the truth it liveth. 
What though the darkness ‘round me close, 

Songs in the night it giveth. Refrain 

PRAYER IN THE MIDST OF A PANDEMIC 
 

May we who are merely inconvenienced 
Remember those whose lives are at stake. 

 

May we who have no risk factors 
Remember those most vulnerable. 

 

May we who have the luxury of working from home 
Remember those who must choose between 

preserving their health or making their rent.  
 

May we who have the flexibility 
to care for our children when their schools close 

Remember those who have no options. 
 

May we who have to cancel our trips 
Remember those that have no place to go. 

 

May we who are losing our margin money 

in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all. 

 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 

Remember those who have no home. 
 

During this time when we cannot physically 
wrap our arms around each other, 

Let us yet find ways to be 
the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. 

 

Amen. 
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