
Structure of the Funeral Mass 

Sections of the Mass which may involve your input and/or participation are shown in 

underlined italic print. 

 

Introductory Rites 

• Entrance Procession of priest, accompanied by Processional Hymn 

• Sprinkling with Holy Water as a reminder of Baptism 

• Placing of the pall (if casket present) reminds us of the white garment worn at Baptism 

• Opening Prayer 

Liturgy of The Word 

• First Reading 

• Responsorial Psalm 

• Second Reading 

• Gospel 

• Homily 

• General Intercessions 

Liturgy of The Eucharist 

• Preparation of the Gifts, accompanied by Offertory Hymn 

• Eucharistic Prayer 

• Communion rite; accompanied by Communion Hymn 

• After Communion prayer 

• Words of Remembrance (Optional: If you choose to have a eulogy, it should be offered 

by one person, kept to 5 minutes or less, and appropriate for a church service.  Other 

remembrances, jokes, and stories should be offered at the wake or reception.) 

Final Commendation 

• Invitation to prayer 

• Signs Of Farewell, Song of Farewell 

• Prayer of Commendation 

• Recessional, accompanied by Recessional Hymn 

Procession to the place of committal (if burial/interment is to take place locally) 


